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The importance of people like Bill Moge

cannot be overstated. He left a positive and
indelible mark on Chicopee High School, its
students and its athletes. The Western Massa-
chusetts community will sorely miss him.

Mr. Speaker, allow me to extend my sym-
pathy to the family of Bill Moge, his six chil-
dren, ten grandchildren and one great grand-
child.
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Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to inform my colleagues of an important con-
stituency in the Second Congressional District
of North Carolina: the growing Latino popu-
lation.

Three years ago, I formed the Second Con-
gressional District Latino Advisory Committee
to reach out to North Carolina’s Latino com-
munity and provide responsive representation
to the needs and concerns of this rapidly ex-
panding community. North Carolina has under-
gone tremendous demographic changes over
the past decade, and the Latino population is
the fastest growing group in our state. During
my service in the U.S. House, I have worked
hard to serve the needs and represent the in-
terests of all the people of the Second District.
I established this committee to reach out to
some of our newest residents, to open up
lines of communication, and forge strong
bonds among all groups of people.

Mr. Speaker, the Latino Advisory Com-
mittee, small upon its inception, has grown to
over 70 members today. Among those who
have joined the Committee are the Honorable
Carolina Zaragoza-Flores, the Consulate Gen-
eral of the Mexican Consulate in Raleigh,
North Carolina, and Ms. Maribell Diaz, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Hispanic Task Force of
Lee County, North Carolina. I am pleased that
the members of the Hispanic Advisory Com-
mittee represent a crosssection of our state’s
diverse Latino population.

I rely on their insight and knowledge to ad-
vise me on issues important to their commu-
nity. For instance, during our last meeting held
on August 23, 2001, members of the Second
Congressional District Latino Advisory Com-
mittee raised a number of diverse concerns.
Mr. Speaker, prior to the terrorist attacks of
September 11, immigration and amnesty pro-
posals were hot topics in Washington, and the
Bush Administration was contemplating major
changes in U.S. immigration policy. Latino Ad-
visory Committee members expressed con-
cerns that any immigration and amnesty pro-
posal should address a number of key points:
family reunification, earned access to legaliza-
tion, border safety and protection, an en-
hanced temporary worker program, and fair-
ness for immigrants and legal residents. How-
ever, as we all know, the terrorist attacks put
immigration liberalization proposals on the
backburner. It is my hope that the Congress
will not forget the plight of America’s immi-
grant families, who still need our help.

Latino Advisory Committee members also
raised concerns about extension of the Sec-

tion 245(i) Visa Program. Mr. Speaker, the
Section 245(i) Visa Program allows illegal im-
migrants to apply for permanent residency
while remaining in the country. Our members
expressed serious concerns that the expiration
of the Section 245(i) Visa Program would un-
necessarily rip immigrant families apart. I be-
lieve that Congress must answer the call for
fairness and justice in our immigration laws
and extend the Section 245(i) Visa Program.
Immigration has played a critical role in Amer-
ica’s history, and immigrants have been es-
sential to the development of our economy
and our society. I was disappointed that con-
ferees to the Fiscal Year 2002 Commerce-
Justice-State Appropriations bill elected to
omit a Senate provision that would have per-
manently extended this worthy program. It is
my sincere hope that Congress will extend the
Section 245(i) Visa Program soon.

Mr. Speaker, the next meeting of the Sec-
ond Congressional District Latino Advisory
Committee will be held on February 20. 1 look
forward to another lively discussion with our
members about ways in which I can better
serve them in the U.S. House. I extend my
sincere gratitude to each member of the
Latino Advisory Committee for their participa-
tion in this group. The most important job I
have as a Congressman is to be the voice of
the people. In the Second District we have
many different voices and more than one lan-
guage, and contributions of our Latino Com-
munity help bring us all together as one uni-
fying chorus. I encourage each of my col-
leagues to consider establishing similar com-
mittees in their own districts.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor Ms. Elizabeth Brown Calleton for her
forty years of contributions to women’s health
care and family planning in the San Gabriel
Valley community.

Ms. Elizabeth Brown Calleton graduated
from Smith College in 1956 with a Bachelors
degree in government. She continued her edu-
cation and received a Masters degree in 1962
from Columbia University in Public Law and
Government. A decade later, Ms. Calleton
began her professional career as an Adminis-
trative Assistant in Planned Parenthood in
Pasadena, California and in 1974 she became
Associate Director. She has been the Execu-
tive Director since 1979.

In addition to her commitment to Planned
Parenthood, Ms. Brown Calleton was past
President of League of Women Voters of the
Pasadena area chapter and has served on the
board of Young and Healthy, Women At Work,
and Planned Parenthood Affiliates of Cali-
fornia.

Her contributions have been recognized by
many including the Women of Achievement,
Magna Carta Business and Professional
Women, and the Pasadena-Foothill YWCA.

Although Ms. Calleton worked hard to make
significant inroads on the area of women’s
health care, she was also able to be a great
mother and grandmother to her three children
and her four grandchildren.

Today I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring this remarkable woman for her con-
tributions in the area of women’s health care
to the San Gabriel Valley community.
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, February 7, I introduced H. Con. Res.
320, a bill to help the more than 300,000
Americans who suffer from Scleroderma.
Scleroderma is a chronic, often progressive
autoimmune disease in which the body’s im-
mune system attacks its own tissues.

The disease manifests itself in two forms:
localized Scleroderma, effecting the skin and
underlying tissue, and systemic Scleroderma,
also known as systemic sclerosis, a potentially
life-threatening disease that attacks internal
organs including the lungs, heart, kidneys,
esophagus and gastrointestinal tract.

Scleroderma can vary a great deal in terms
of severity. While for a few individuals it is
merely a nuisance, for many it is a life-threat-
ening illness. For most, it is a disease that af-
fects how they live their daily lives.

The wide range of symptoms and localized
and systemic variations of the disease make it
especially hard to diagnose. The average di-
agnosis is made 5 years after the onset of
symptoms. Once diagnosed, however, people
with Scleroderma can only look forward to
symptomatic relief, as there is no known cure.

Symptoms may include swelling, hardening
and thickening of the skin, blood vessel
spasms with severe discomfort in the fingers
and toes, weight loss, joint pain, swallowing
difficulties, nonhealing ulcerations on the fin-
gertips and extreme fatigue. In its more ad-
vanced forms, Scleroderma can prevent pa-
tients from performing even the simplest tasks.

Among the goals of my legislation is to help
adequately fund research projects regarding
Scleroderma; hold a Scleroderma symposium
that would bring together distinguished sci-
entists and clinicians from across the United
States to determine the most important prior-
ities in Scleroderma research and to establish
a national epidemiological study to better track
the incidence of this disease.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join
me in bringing awareness and find a cure to
this devastating disease.
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Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in
the well of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to wish a Happy 60th Birthday to
a statesman and one of my esteemed col-
leagues in the United States Senate. During
his first 60 years, Senator MITCH MCCONNELL
has influenced thousands of people, in both
Kentucky and throughout the United States.
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